
 

 

 

Juneteenth was     

recognized as a 

national holiday 

on June 17, 2021. 

 
Jada Rome (center) of Hermiston was awarded a diversity college scholar-
ship from the Union Pacific Railroad at the 2021 Hermiston Juneteenth       
celebration at McKenzie Park. 

 

Why do we celebrate Juneteenth? 
 

On June 19, 1865, two years after President Lincoln delivered the           

Emancipation Proclamation, Union troops announced to enslaved people 

in Galveston, Texas that they were finally free. 

 

On Juneteenth, we recognize the importance of African American history 

and celebrate diversity and the fight for justice and equality in our country. 


